
  

 
 

 

President’s Message 
 

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

I am pleased to introduce the news from our network for this second quarter of 2023. 

It reflects the hard work and achievements of many of our members and may provide 

ideas for activities and engagements that may inspire you. I am always heartened to 

see the many collaboration and information sharing activities that are initiated by 

different agencies, because this is the surest, most effective path to capacity building 

and advancement for our field. We are all in the business of continuous improvement 

towards the levels of quality we seek; efforts that apply to our own agencies and 

institutions as well as to those we evaluate. There is plenty of room for us all to grow 

and evidence of this commitment can be found in many of the news items below, 

including efforts to increase student engagement in QA, QA staff exchanges and 

visits, conferences and seminars, and the refinement of review and evaluation 

procedures.  

I would be remiss if I did not address the INQAAHE Conference 2023, warmly and generously hosted last month 

in Astana, Kazakhstan, by our friends and colleagues at the Independent Agency for Quality Assurance  (IQAA). 

This was certainly a major focus of our efforts in Q2! I offer my sincere gratitude to the entire team at IQAA, 

including Daulet Kalanova, Head of Administration and International Cooperation, and, most especially, to 

Sholpan Kalanova, President of IQAA. They worked tirelessly to support the event, ensuring all aspects were 

well-managed and that participants had a rewarding and enjoyable experience. The social events were a 

standout, especially the opportunity to see Madame Butterfly at the spectacular Astana Opera and the wonderful 

Gala Dinner, where everyone danced until they could dance no more! I also want to thank all the speakers, chairs, 

and participants, whether onsite or remote, for their participation and engagement. Finally, many thanks to the 

Conference 2023 Chair, Fabrizio Trifiro, whose leadership of the program committee and thoughtfulness about 

the program significantly contributed to the success of the event.  

 

Deborah Adair 

8th President of INQAAHE 

  



News from Secretariat 

 

INQAAHE Conference 2023   
 

Hosted by the Independent Agency for Quality Assurance in Education (IQAA), and sponsored by by 

KazMunayGas, the Education & Training Evaluation Commission (ETEC), Astana Development, and Kazakh 

Tourism, INQAAHE 17th Biennial Conference was held in Astana (Kazakhstan) from May 29 to June 1, 2023. 

The event, entitled Roadmap to Enabling Quality in Tertiary Education 2030, focussed on four main sub-themes: 

Fostering quality of flexible learning pathways; Digitalization of teaching and learning without compromising 

quality; Quality assurance of cross-border education; and Core values and quality of higher education.  

Four pre-Conference workshops were also planned for May 29, which covered the following topics:  

1. Flexible Learning Pathways (FLP) in Higher Education - What Challenges and What Solutions for 

External Quality Assurance (EQA) Agencies? facilitated by Dr. Michaela Martin;  

2. INQAAHE’s International Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in Tertiary Education (ISG), 

facilitated by Dr. Susanna Karakhanyan and Dr. David Woodhouse;  

3. Developing a Training Program for Evaluators and Team Leaders, facilitated by Dr. Michael K. J. Milligan; 

and  

4. Quality Assurance for Digital Learning Environments: Strengthening QA Systems in Higher Education at 

Regional, National, and Institutional Levels to Ensure Academic Quality and Student Success, facilitated 

by Dr. Yaping Gao, Dr. Deb Adair, and Mr. Bowen Tan.  

More than 200 participants from 58 countries, from Grenada to Samoa through Lesotho and Bhutan, attended 

the event which was delivered in a hybrid mode.  

 
 

 

INQAAHE Forum 2024 
The INQAAHE Board sought expressions of interest from member agencies to host INQAAHE Forum 2024 by 

the end of 2021. Considering the venues for the INQAAHE annual events for the last ten years, preferences for 

hosting the INQAAHE Forum 2024 were given to East and Southeast Asia; South America and the Caribbean; 

North America and Francophone Africa. During the 2022 General Assembly Meeting in June, the INQAAHE 

members voted for Forum 2024 to take place in Bucharest (Romania), hosted by the Romanian Agency for 

Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ARACIS). 

The main theme of the Forum is Transforming Society: Social Responsibility through Quality Assurance of 

Tertiary Education. 

The proposed venue of the Conference is the University POLITEHNICA of Bucharest (UPB). 

 

Date event:  Monday, June 10, 2024 to Wednesday, June 12, 2024. 

 
 

 
 

 

https://iqaa.kz/en/
https://www.kmg.kz/en/
https://www.etec.gov.sa/home
https://checklink.mail.ru/proxy?es=SE0XBiWElS%2BCtbaw2guFRxm9XrkhncTGIjoUNHCCIZ8%3D&egid=TGcVxUmGOgfNLbhCreSWqICRgCJbMD9WjhF5DY8hTbs%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.mail.ru%2Fredir%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Finqaahe.us5.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D4a8cbb2df21dae21afbb3ccf0%2526id%253D87e2b2481c%2526e%253D0f96420fb3%26c%3Dswm%26r%3Dhttp%26o%3Dmail%26v%3D3%26s%3Da0de4332bdb6f89a&uidl=16890639031677680351&from=&to=&email=accred%40mail.ru
https://qaztourism.kz/en/
https://qaztourism.kz/en/
http://www.aracis.ro/en/about-aracis/
http://www.aracis.ro/en/about-aracis/
https://upb.ro/en/


General Assembly voting results 
 
Following on the General Assembly Meeting held in Astana (Kazakhstan) during INQAAHE Conference 2023 on 
May 31, the General Assembly was asked to review and vote on the pivotal documentation for the Network. 
Voting was done electronically from June 9 until June 21 with 39% participation rate. 

Voting results 

 

 

Based on the results, the INQAAHE Annual Report 2022, INQAAHE Financial Statements 2022, INQAAHE 
Budgets, and the minutes of the General Assembly meetings held in 2022 were approved by the General 
Assembly. The membership also approved the Strategic Plan 2023-2027 and a change on the membership fees 
for the following years. Also, INQAAHE's General Assembly chose Japan University Accreditation Association 
(JUAA)'s proposal to host INQAAHE Conference 2025 in Tokyo (Japan).  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 
 

 

Tribute to María José Lemaitre  
 

On behalf of the INQAAHE Board and members, it is with deepest sorrow that we express condolences on her 

untimely decease. María José Lemaitre was the 4th President of INQAAHE and served the global QA community 

for the last decades. Read more. 

 
 

 

INQAAHE Talks 
 

During Q2, the eighth INQAAHE Talks sessions was scheduled. For this talk, Building a Global Culture of Quality: 

The Role of Students in QA, the Network partnered with the Global Student Forum to provide a theoretical and 

practical discussion of student engagement activities in both internal and external quality assurance. Read more. 

  

 

Recordings of all past INQAAHE Talks sessions are available on this dedicated YouTube playlist. 

https://www.inqaahe.org/blog/general-assembly-2023-online-voting-results
https://www.inqaahe.org/blog/tribute-maria-jose-lemaitre
https://www.globalstudentforum.org/
https://www.inqaahe.org/inqaahe-talks-may-8-2023
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLr1ccDFRnxXA8CD1woCCf2I4AyDg3CvDy
https://checklink.mail.ru/proxy?es=SE0XBiWElS%2BCtbaw2guFRxm9XrkhncTGIjoUNHCCIZ8%3D&egid=TGcVxUmGOgfNLbhCreSWqICRgCJbMD9WjhF5DY8hTbs%3D&url=https://click.mail.ru/redir?u%3Dhttps://inqaahe.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u%3D4a8cbb2df21dae21afbb3ccf0%26id%3D43c6480822%26e%3D0f96420fb3%26c%3Dswm%26r%3Dhttp%26o%3Dmail%26v%3D3%26s%3Db4d9de778ded2278&uidl=16890639031677680351&from=&to=&email=accred@mail.ru


 

 

II Global Study 
 

The second INQAAHE Global Study on Trends in Quality Assurance in Tertiary Education started during Q2.  

First Global Study 

 

 

This Study is a unique lever for highlighting recent developments in QA, both internal and external. In April 

INQAAHE initiated a series of meetings with institutional and QA networks and experts with 7 regional groups: 

Africa, the Arab countries, Asia-Pacific, Western and Eastern Europe, North America, and Latin America-

Caribbean. Read more.   

 
 

 

Final composition of the INQAAHE Board of Directors  
The results and number of open positions of the 2023 Board Elections showed a tie between T. Chan Basaruddin 

and Mary Catharine Lennon for the second position. This tie was broken by the Board through an internal 

voting from March 31 until April 5, 2023. The Board agreed that T. Chan Basaruddin would serve as an elected 

Board Member (second position) and Mary Catharine Lennon would continue in the Board as a co-opted 

member. Read more.  

The Board still had three more open co-opted positions. Nominations (specially from Africa, Arab States and Latin 

America and the Caribbean, for geographical coverage) were welcomed until April 14, 2023. Voting was done 

internally taking into consideration all nominations received. Ariana de Vincenzi (Argentina), Nasser al Hinai 

(Sultanate of Oman) and Sylvia Demas (Namibia) were welcomed to the Board. Read more.   

Board Composition 

 

 
 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

INQAAHE welcomes the following new members: 

  

Full members: 

 Shah Abdul Latif University (SALU), Pakistan 

 Mexican Council for the Accreditation of Medical Education (COMAEM), Mexico 

 Mauritanian Authority for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (AMAQES), Mauritania 

Associate members: 

 Pak-Austria Fachhochschule Institute of Applied Sciences and Technology, Pakistan 

 The National Committee for Qualifications and Academic Accreditation (NCQAA), Qatar 

 Kesmonds International University (KIU), Cameroon 

Affiliate members: 

 Abeer Alharbi, Saudi Arabia 

  

https://brill.com/edcollbook/title/58971
https://www.inqaahe.org/blog/2023-board-election-results-tie-break
https://www.inqaahe.org/sites/default/files/INQAAHE-Board-Election-2023-results.pdf
https://www.inqaahe.org/sites/default/files/INQAAHE%20BOARD%20ELECTIONS%202023%20RESULTS%20%28TIE%20BREAK%29.pdf
https://www.inqaahe.org/sites/default/files/INQAAHE%20BOARD%20ELECTIONS%202023%20RESULTS%20%28TIE%20BREAK%29.pdf
https://www.inqaahe.org/blog/2023-board-election-results-tie-break
https://www.inqaahe.org/blog/2023-board-election-co-opted-positions
https://www.inqaahe.org/board-directors-inqaahe
https://salu.edu.pk/
https://www.comaem.org.mx/
https://www.amaqes.mr/
https://paf-iast.edu.pk/
https://www.edu.gov.qa/ar/Pages/HomePage.aspx
http://www.kesmonds-edu.ac/


News from members 

 

Arab Region 

 

 

A circular about the upcoming ANQAHE conference   
 

OAAAQA and ANQAHE 

 

Oman Authority for Academic Accreditation and Quality Assurance of Education, in cooperation with the Arab 

Network for Quality Assurance in Higher Education is pleased to invite you to attend the Fifth Network Conference 

titled: Exploring the future of Higher Education Quality: the impact of smart technologies and internationalization 

of education in developing the education quality system.  

Suggested themes:   

1. Digital Transformation and Quality Assurance in Higher Education  

2. Digital Transformation and Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education  

3. Stakeholder’s Role in Strengthening Quality Assurance and Accreditation Processes  

4. The International Dimensions of Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Higher Education  

 

 

Asia-Pacific Region 

 

 

Accreditation Results by JUAA and Challenges for the next cycle of 

evaluation system  
Japan University Accreditation Association  

 

The JUAA released the summary of accreditation results for FY2022 (English translation) on our website.  

They will also publish the accreditation results in English for each accredited institution (50 universities, 5 junior 

colleges, 7 professional schools (law, business, public policy, public health, and global communications), 2 

schools of veterinary medicine, and 3 schools of dental education) in September 2023.  

The JUAA is working to revise its standards and improve its evaluation system for the fourth cycle, which will 

start in 2025. One of their challenges is student engagement in quality assurance.  

In Japan, student engagement in quality assurance is not as advanced as it should be: in the JUAA evaluations, 

students were only interviewed as interviewees during site visits. This issue was also highlighted in the INQAAHE 

GGP review. In this context, the JUAA collected student comments on the draft standards for the fourth cycle. 

They received much more feedback from students than they had expected. In addition, the JUAA Research 

Institute is currently conducting a survey on student engagement, the results of which will be used in the 

evaluation system.  

 
 

https://oaaaqa.gov.om/?lang=en-GB
https://www.inqaahe.org/arab-network-quality-assurance-higher-education
https://www.inqaahe.org/arab-network-quality-assurance-higher-education
https://www.juaa.or.jp/en/
https://www.juaa.or.jp/en/accreditation/result/


Quality Enhancement Cell at GIK Institute of Information & Technology, 

Pakistan, conducts one Self-Institutional Performance Evaluation (IPE) 

and two Self-Assessment Reviews (SAR)  
 

To ensure compliance with quality standard set by Higher Education Comission (HEC), the The Quality 

Enhancement Cell (QEC) at GIK Institute, conducted a 2-day activity of Self-Institutional Performance Evaluation 

(IPE) on 13th and 14th June 2023. The objective of IPE is to evaluate the Institute's performance based on the 

11 Quality Standards defined in the IPE Manual of HEC.   

Moreover, QEC conducted two Self-Assessment Reviews. In the first case, on Thursday, 8th March 2023 at 

11:00 AM QEC conducted a Self-Assessment Review of MS and PhD Materials Engineering Programs and MS 

Program in Nanotechnology and Materials Engineering in Faculty of Materials and Chemical Engineering 

(FMCE). In the second case, on Thursday, 9th February 2023 at 09:00 AM QEC conducted another Self-

Assessment Review of MS and PhD Mechanical Engineering Programs in Faculty of Mechanical Engineering 

(FME). Both reviews were chaired by M. Wisal Khalil, Director QEC, GIK Institute of Engineering Sciences & 

Technology, Topi.  

 

  

 
 

 

International Staff Exchange among TWAEA, JUAA and ONESQA to 

Present the Value of Quality Assurance Agencies  

Taiwan Assessment and Evaluation Association (TWAEA)  

Since 2017, the Taiwan Assessment and Evaluation Association (TWAEA), the Japan University Accreditation 

Association (JUAA) and the Office for National Education Standards and Quality Assessment (ONESQA) from 

Thailand have taken turns holding an interagency staff training workshop annually. Due to the global COVID-19 

pandemic since 2020, the events were organized through online meetings. On March 28th, 2023, the fifth online 

international staff exchange program was successfully completed.  

The theme of this year’s discussion was “Creating Value for QA Agency and Increasing Public Awareness,” in 

which the three organizations shared the discovery on internal researches. TWAEA stressed that, regarding 

enhancing the public awareness on evaluation, first they need to spur the public understanding to ensure 

education quality. Secondly, evaluation must be linked to social vibration, meaning that not only the context of 

indicators evolve through time, but the reviewers and process also include representatives from industries to 

support mutual exchanges. Finally, for promoting information transparency, effective practical measures include 

holding variety of activities, publishing books or publications, and presenting honoring awards.  

During the online workshop, the three parties exchanged opinions and thoughts on the difficulties and problems 

occurred when evoking public awareness towards quality assurance. We also further shared experiences on how 

https://giki.edu.pk/
https://www.twaea.org.tw/m/?Lang=en
https://www.juaa.or.jp/en/
https://www.juaa.or.jp/en/
https://www.onesqa.or.th/en/index.php


to ensure students’ learning outcomes, improve education quality and use the social media actively. In the three-

year-span of pandemic, TWAEA, JUAA and ONESQA constantly have exchanges through online workshops to 

maintain motivation on mutual improvement. Now that the pandemic has been ebbing, we expect that physical 

exchanges and visits among three regions could be restored. The interagency collaboration is significant as this 

enables us to further understand our key collaborators and is conducive in making TWEAE a more outstanding 

and credible professional QA agency.  

 

 

 

 

Interagency Staff Exchange among TWAEA, JUAA and ONESQA Held Online in 2023  

 
 

 

Foundation University Islamabad (FUI)’s accreditation activities 
  

The Foundation University Islamabad is pleased to recap the activities carried out during this second quarter of 

the year:  

 External Evaluation of The First Cycle of The Self-Assessment Report of The MS Electrical Engineering 

(MSEE) and MS Artificial Intelligence (MSAI) Program successfully conducted on April 13, 2023.  

 Accreditation Visit of National Technology Council (NTC) conducted by the Accreditation Inspection 

Committee (AIC) on May 8, 2023. The visit aimed to accredit Batch 2019 of the BSc. Biomedical 

Engineering Technology and BSc. Information Engineering Technology programs offered by the 

Department of Engineering Technology.  

 Accreditation Visit ofNational Computing Education Accreditation Council (NCEAC) on May 26, 2023. 

The visit aimed to accredit Batch 2018, 2019, and 2020 of the BS Software Engineering programs, as 

well as Batch 2019, 2020, and 2021 of the BS Computer Science programs.   

 External Evaluation of the Second Cycle of the Self-Assessment Report of the BS English, MS Linguistic, 

MS Literature and PhD English Programs of Science & Technology (FUSST) on May 18, 2023.  

 External Evaluation of the Second Cycle of the Self-Assessment Report Review of MS, PhD 

Management Sciences and First Cycle of Self-Assessment Report Review of the MS Finance of 

Foundation University School of Science & Technology (FUSST) on May 25th, 2023.  

 Awareness Seminar On “International Ranking and Its Impact on HEI’s”, organized on May 29th, 2023.   

 One Day Training Workshop on “TeamSTEPPS A Framework to Improve Health Care Quality”, on June 

2, 2023.  

  

 
 

https://www.fui.edu.pk/


Government College Women University Faisalabad Pakistan (GCWUF)’s 

accreditation activities 

  

The Government College Women University Faisalabad Pakistan (GCWUF) conducted one Self-Institutional 

Performance Evaluation visit. This session aimed to review the understanding and implementation of basic 

principles of Institutional Performance and Institutional Performance Evaluation (IPE) related standards, to 

receive feedback from students of all departments on facilities in labs, reservations related to courses, teaching 

and research facilities, and to discuss with the faculty members of all teaching departments about various aspects 

of course files and question papers.  

Moreover, GCWUF conducted a Self-Post Graduate Program Review visit to evaluate MPhil and PhD programs 

run in the departments of Chemistry, Food Science and Technology, Mathematics, Botany, Zoology, Arabic, and 

Urdu. The evaluator reviewed programs details and guided the Heads of all concerned departments about issues 

related with qualification and allocation of research supervisors, scheme of studies, courses allocation, ratio of 

major and minor courses, and many other procedural dynamics.  

 

Europe 

 

 

Internationalization as a keynote of quality assurance  
National Agency for Higher Education Quality Assurance  

 

Nowadays, globalization penetrated into all the spheres of society life and international cooperation became a 

keynote of high-quality education as well. Internationalization allows to compare the practices and standards with 

foreign agencies, this benchmarking helps identify areas for improvement and promotes the adoption of best 

practices from around the world. Internationalization enhances the reputation and global recognition of QA 

agency. NAQA as a comparatively young QA agency, has already made and is making, despite the war, 

significant steps towards internationalization. NAQA is an associate member of the European Network for Higher 

Education Quality Assurance (ENQA), full member of International Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in 

Higher Education (INQAAHE), the Central and Eastern European Network of Quality Assurance Agencies in 

Higher Education (CEENQA). Since the beginning of war NAQA has acquired the membership in Global 

Academic Integrity Network (GAIN) and ENAI (European Network for Academic Integrity). Currently NAQA is a 

partner of 6 international projects on education, 84 study programmes of Ukrainian HEIs were accredited by 

foreign QA agencies. Within NAQA 64 international experts are engaged in accreditation process. There is 

ongoing cooperation with more than 20 foreign QA agencies. For the period of war NAQA launched cooperation 

with Central Agency for Evaluation and Accreditation (ZeVA, Germany), Romanian Agency ARACIS, Kazakh 

agency ARQA, Hungarian Accreditation Committee (MAB), global organization leading quality assurance in 

online and innovative digital teaching and learning environments Quality Matters (QM).  

 

Overall, internationalization plays a vital role in promoting continuous quality improvement and adaptability in an 

interconnected and rapidly changing world, that is why despite the war Ukrainian quality assurance system 

continue working and internationalizing.  

 
 

http://gcwuf.edu.pk/
https://en.naqa.gov.ua/


IAAR proudly hosted CEENQA General Assembly 2023  
Independent Agency for Accreditation and Rating (IAAR)  

On June 2-3, 2023, the CEENQA General Assembly 2023 was held in Astana. The organizer of the CEENQA 

General Assembly 2023 in Kazakhstan was the Independent Agency for Accreditation and Rating (IAAR), which 

has won special recognition in the global international educational community. General Director Dr. Alina 

Zhumagulova opened the meeting of the CEENQA General Assembly 2023, noting the importance and 

significance of international accreditation for quality assurance of education and increasing the demand for 

graduates in the labor market.  

The event was attended by the Minister of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan Sayasat 

Nurbek, who in his speech noted that the development of the education system is aimed at ensuring the quality 

of educational services based on the widespread use of international experience and world standards. CEENQA 

President Franci Demšar spoke at the General Assembly and emphasized that Kazakhstan is successfully 

integrated into the international educational space, which demonstrates scientific achievements and implemented 

projects of universities. The high professional level of the teaching staff, the administration work and the student’s 

achievements are the coordinated work of the entire university community, at the same time, the head of 

CEENQA noted the key role of accreditation agencies in promoting a quality culture and ensuring its 

improvement.  

The General Assembly CEENQA 2023 was attended by European networks and foreign educational 

organizations from different countries of the world: Germany, Austria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Czech 

Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, 

Albania, North Macedonia, Bulgaria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Northern Cyprus, Moldova, 

Turkey and Ukraine, as well as international quality assurance networks in higher education ENQA, EQAR, 

INQAAHE and APQN.  

The main goal of the CEENQA General Assembly 2023 was to discuss important issues of quality assurance in 

higher education, as well as the exchange of best practices in the field of transformation of education systems, 

which contributes to the development of a professional community for external evaluation.  

 

More information on the CEENQA GA: https://www.ceenqa.org/general-assembly-workshop-2023/  

 
 

 

French (Hcéres) and Swedish (UKÄ) agencies signed an MoU to work on 

QA of research  

 
The High Council for the Evaluation of Research and Higher Education in France, Hcéres, and the Swedish 

Higher Education Authority, UKÄ, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in June 2023. The MoU is a 

formal agreement that illustrates the already significant cooperation between the two agencies. Among other 

things, Hcéres and UKÄ have exchanged experiences and methodological approaches of common interest in the 

field of quality assessment of the higher education institutions and research bodies they review.  

More specifically, the two agencies will co-chair a working group on Quality Assurance of Research through the 

European Network of Quality Assurance (ENQA), starting from September 2023. The group will compare the 

assessment of research-based learning, institutions’ research policies and quality assurance processes of 

research. Higher education and research are part of the common missions of all universities, even though they 

are implemented in different ways from one institution to another. The synergies between research and higher 

education are key to training enlightened students who are able to face the challenges of the 21st century, 

https://iaar.agency/en
https://www.ceenqa.org/general-assembly-workshop-2023/
https://www.hceres.fr/en
https://www.uka.se/swedish-higher-education-authority
https://www.uka.se/swedish-higher-education-authority


develop cross-disciplinary and scientific skills, acquire critical thinking skills to counter the rise of fake news, 

acquire up-to-date knowledge, understand the changing needs of society, etc.  

This working group will produce outputs that can inform, inspire and be a resource for the whole ENQA 

membership. Beyond the scope of this working group, UKÄ and Hcéres would be glad to learn from agencies 

situated in other regions of the world so please get in touch if you are interested!  

Contact: 

Hcéres: 

 Sophie Guillet, Head of agency cooperation (sophie.guillet@hceres.fr)  

UKÄ:  

 Maria Wikse, Head of group (maria.wikse@uka.se)  

 Nina Bandmann, Senior project manager (nina.bandmann@uka.se)  

 
 

 

Associate Professor Danijela Horvatek Tomić, PhD appointed new 

Director of Croatian Agency for Science and Higher Education  

 

AGENCY FOR SCIENCE AND HIGHER EDUCATION  

 

Management Board of the Agency for Science and Higher Education (ASHE) appointed Associate Professor 

Danijela Horvatek Tomić, PhD a new ASHE Director and Irena Petrušić, PhD a new Deputy Director. 

 

New ASHE Director Associate Professor Danijela Horvatek Tomić, PhD, who has been elected on 7 March 2023 

for a four – year term, obtained her PhD in 2009 at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of the University of Zagreb, 

where she was awarded the title of Assistant Professor in 2013 and subsequently promoted to Associate 

Professor in 2019.  

Owing to extensive education, professional development and work-related opportunities, she has many years of 

experience in the area of quality assurance. In 2014 she was appointed Head of the Office for Quality and in 

2016 president of the Committee for Quality Management of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine. From 2018 to 

2022 she was Vice-Dean for Quality Control at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Zagreb.   

She has taken part in numerous scientific and professional projects at both national and international level and 

has engaged in research-related professional development opportunities in Italy, Germany, Austria and Slovenia. 

In 2010 she was a recipient of the For Women in Science scholarship, awarded by the Croatian Commission for 

UNESCO and L'Oréal Adria.   

Irena Petrušić, PhD, who has been appointed a Deputy Director of ASHE on 4 April 2023, is a long-standing 

employee of the ASHE and the author of numerous papers related to quality assurance in science and higher 

education. Before taking office as Deputy Director, Irena Petrušić, PhD, led the Department for research and 

development of ASHE. She has many years of experience in developing, implementing and analyzing the 

systems for external quality assessment of institutions in science and higher education.  

 
 

https://www.azvo.hr/en


NCPA is registered in the Asia-Pacific Quality Register (APQR)  
National Centre for Public Accreditation (NCPA)  

In May 2023 the APQR Council agreed to reconfirm NCPA’s membership in APQR for five years from that date. 

The Council concluded that NCPA carries out its activities in compliance with the Criteria for Recognition by the 

APQR-Chiba Principles.  

The virtual site visit followed the standard format and activities of an in-person assessment: preliminary analysis 

of the self-evaluation report and relevant documents, zoom-based interviews with stakeholders and NCPA staff, 

and preparation of an external review report with key findings and recommendations.  

The External Review Panel comprised four highly qualified international experts in quality assurance:  

 Jianxin Zhang, APQN ex-officio Board Director, Secretary General of the Yunnan Association of Higher 

Education, Advisor of the Council for CHEA International Quality Group, China.  

 Fabrizio Trifiro, INQAAHE Board Director, Head of Stakeholder Engagement and Quality Benchmark 

Services - UK ENIC/ECCTIS, Member of the British Accreditation Council Accreditation Committee, 

United Kingdom.  

 Nitesh Sughnani, Director of Higher Education Classification and Rating Framework, Knowledge and 

Human Development Authority, United Arab Emirates.  

 Timur Kanapyanov, Deputy General Director for International Cooperation, Independent Agency for 

Accreditation and Rating, Kazakhstan.  

Commitment to quality education has always been at the forefront of NCPA’s activities. Participation in regular 

external review exercises provides the agency with an insight into its accreditation procedures, acts as a 

confirmation of the efficacy of its internal quality assurance, reveals unsuspected challenges, and offers effective 

solutions.  

Successful completion of an externally organised review is an important milestone for the agency, as now NCPA 

is eligible to upload its accredited programmes to the Database of Quality Assurance Results in the Asia-Pacific 

Region (DAQAR).  

Benefits of APQR membership for the agency: 

 Credibility and confidence in the agency’s work;   

 Compliance with the international standards;  

 Recognition of the quality of accredited study programmes;   

 Networking with other member-agencies;  

 Developing and enhancing the agency’s operations.  

  

 

Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

 

CONEAU receives the visit of the World Federation for Medical Education 

Recognition Team  
 

The National Commission for the Evaluation and Accreditation (CONEAU) in Argentina, which last September 

has initiated the procedure for the recognition of the World Federation for Medical Education, received the WFME 

Recognition Team between June 21st to June 24th as part of the evaluation for obtaining the Recognition Status. 

https://checklink.mail.ru/proxy?es=SE0XBiWElS%2BCtbaw2guFRxm9XrkhncTGIjoUNHCCIZ8%3D&egid=TGcVxUmGOgfNLbhCreSWqICRgCJbMD9WjhF5DY8hTbs%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.mail.ru%2Fredir%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Finqaahe.us5.list-manage.com%252Ftrack%252Fclick%253Fu%253D4a8cbb2df21dae21afbb3ccf0%2526id%253D8deb58e02b%2526e%253D0f96420fb3%26c%3Dswm%26r%3Dhttp%26o%3Dmail%26v%3D3%26s%3Dd13fda32862162c9&uidl=16890639031677680351&from=&to=&email=accred%40mail.ru
https://daqar.org/
https://daqar.org/
https://www.coneau.gob.ar/coneau/


The WFME Recognition Team accompanied CONEAU to an on-site visit conducted within the current call for 

accreditation of medical programmes which also includes the observation of a meeting of the CONEAU decision-

making body.  

With the compliance of this assessment process, the CONEAU will receive the Recognition Status for accrediting 

medical education. This Status constitutes an additional quality guarantee for medical programmes accredited 

by CONEAU.  

WFME was established in 1972 by the World Medical Association (WMA) and the World Health Organization 

(WHO), along with other regional medical associations to enhance the quality of medical education worldwide.  

Find more: https://www.coneau.gob.ar/coneau/?p=9972  
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https://www.coneau.gob.ar/coneau/coneau-recibio-la-visita-de-pares-evaluadores-de-la-world-federation-for-medical-education-wfme/
https://e.mail.ru/compose/?mailto=mailto%3asecretariat@inqaahe.org

