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GENERAL INFORMATION ON EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTION 

 

Full name of the 
educational 
institution 

Federal State Budgetary Educational Institution of 
Higher Education «Vereshchagin Vologda State Dairy 
Farming Academy» 

Founders Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation 

Year of 
foundation 

1911 — Vologda Dairy Farming Institute 
1934 — Vologda Agricultural Institute 
1945 — Vologda Dairy Institute 
1997 — Federal State Educational Institution of 

Higher Professional Education «Vereshchagin 

Vologda State Dairy Farming Academy» 
2011 — Federal State Budgetary Educational 

Institution of Higher Professional Education 
«Vereshchagin Vologda State Dairy Farming 

Academy» 
2014 — Federal State Budgetary Educational 

Institution of Higher Education 
«Vereshchagin Vologda State Dairy Farming 
Academy»  

Address  2, Schmidta Street, Molochnoe, Vologda, Vologda 
Region, 160555,  

Rector Nikolai Malkov, Candidate of Engineering, Associate 
Professor 

License Series 90Л01 №8798 reg. № 1776 of 18.11.2015 

permanent 

State 
accreditaiton 

Certificate of State Accreditation Series 90А01 № 
1855, reg. №1762 of 16.03.2016 valid till 

12.01.2021 

Number of 
students 

3241 
of whom: 
   1560 are full-time students, 34 of whom are 

postgraduate students 
   261 are part-time students 
   1420 study in absentia 
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INFORMATION ON THE STUDY PROGRAMMES 
UNDERGOING ACCREDITATION 

 

 

Educational 
programmes 

«Industrial Ecology and Biotechnologies» 
(19.06.01), «Agriculture» (35.06.01), 
«Technologies, Means of Mechanization and Power 

Equipment in Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries» 
(35.06.04), 
«Veterinary Medicine and Zootechnics» (36.06.01) 

Level of training / 
Standard period 
of training 

Postgraduate Studies / 4 years 
Postgraduate Studies / 3 years 

Structural 
subdivision 
(Head) 

Technological Faculty (Vladimir Shevchuk, Candidate 
of Engineering, Associate Professor), 
Faculty of Agronomy and Forestry  
(Olga Chukhina, Candidate of Agriculture, Associate 
Professor), 
Engineering Faculty (Nikolai Kuznetcov, Candidate of 
Engineering, Associate Professor), 

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Biotechnologies 
(Tatiana Novikova, Doctor of Veterinary, Professor) 

 

Graduate 
departments (and 
their respective 
heads) 

Department of Milk and Dairy Products Technology 
(Galina Zabegalova, Candidate of Engineering, 
Associate Professor), 
Department of Crop Farming, Soil Management and 
Agricultural Chemistry (Elena Kulikova, Candidate of 

Agriculture, Associate Professor), 
Department of Engineering Systems in Agribusiness 
(Roman Shushkov, Candidate of Engineering, 
Associate Professor), 
Department of Epizootology and Microbiology 
(Svetlana Shestakova, Candidate of Veterinary, 
Associate Professor), 

Department of Zootechnics and Biology (Marina 
Mekhanikova, Candidate of Agriculture, Associate 
Professor) 

Dates of Review April 07-09, 2020 

Person 
responsible for 
accreditation from 

the HEI 

Natalia Medvedeva, Doctor of Economics, Professor, 
Vice-Rector for Academic Affairs 
Marina Prozorova, Candidate of Agriculture, 

Associate Professor, Head of the Department of 
Educational and Methodological Activities 
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REFERENCE DATA ON STUDENT ENROLLMENT FOR 
PROGRAMME 

 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE STUDY PROGRAMMES 

Quality of implementing the study programmes 

The quality of the educational programmes is ensured by high 
qualification of the teaching staff and its regular improvement, research 
activities of the teaching staff and students. The representatives of 

employers are actively involved in the educational process and research 
activities: subdivisions of the Department of Agriculture of the Vologda 

Region. 

Provision of up–to-date education 

A systemic approach to the internal monitoring of the educational 
programmes with the involvement of all stakeholders (administration, 

Department of Educational and Methodological Work, Department for 
Postgraduate Studies, Faculties, Departments, students) is applied at the 
Academy.  

Employers are involved in the development and review of the 
educational process: Buyskii Chemical Plant, Vereschagin Scientific and 
Experimental Dairy Plant, Centre of agrochemical service «Vologodskii», 

Processing Department of the North-West Dairy and Grass Farming, 

Vologda Research Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Stud Farm 
«Mayskii» of the Vologda District, «Zaria» of the Vologda Region. 

Teaching staff and research activity 

The teaching staff comprises 30 people. All of them have an 
experience of working in research organizations and subdivisions of the 

Academy as supervisors and authors of research works; they combine 
research and teaching activities. 

There are different research schools at the Academy: forage 
production and grassland science; silvicultural  and ecological evaluation 

«Промышленная экология и биотехнологии» (19.06.01) 
«Сельское хозяйство» (35.06.01) 
«Технологии, средства механизации и энергетическое оборудование в сельском, лесном и рыбном 
хозяйстве» (35.06.04) 
«Ветеринария и зоотехния» (36.06.01) 
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of artificially forest regeneration and ways of improvement of forest 
cultivation work; veterinary microbiology, virology, epizootology, 

mycology and mycotoxicology, immunology; technologies and 
mechanical means in agriculture; technologies of meat, dairy and fish 

products and refrigeration producing operations; processes and 
instruments of food production facilities; economics and management of 
the national economy, theory and practice of economic management. 

In 2017-2019 the students took part in 41 international, 18 Russian 
and 8 regional conferences (Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Saratov, Sofia 
(Bulgaria). 

The students publish their research works. For three years 67 works 

have been published in regional, national and international journals. The 
Hirsch index of the Academy is 42. 

Independent assessment of student learning outcomes 

Since 2007 the Academy participates in the Federal Internet Exam in 
Professional Education. The results show a good level of training. There 

is an Examination Centre of the Centre for Qualifications Evaluation 
under the Council on Professional Qualifications of the Agroindustrial 
Complex. 

Educational resources  

The Academy has material and technical resources that provides all 
kinds of disciplinary and interdisciplinary training, laboratory, practical 

and research work of students (multimedia classrooms provided with 

computer, projection and sound equipment with an access to the 
Internet; rooms for independent work of students; specialized 
laboratories).  

Computer and multimedia equipment and equipment in classrooms 
and laboratories are updated every year. There are computer classrooms 
for shared use located in the Academy library with an access to the 

Internet.  
The elements of remote educational technologies are used on the 

basis of the system of remote learning Moodle when delivering the 
educational programmes. 

Academic mobility of students 

Foreign students study at the Academy. The educational institution 

participates in different programmes of international exchange 
(Germany, Belarus, Czech Republic, Uzbekistan), organizes and holds 
international conferences, seminars, webinars and online lectures. 

The Centre of Marketing and International Cooperation organizes 
external and internal academic mobility and provides consultative 
support of academic mobility of students and teachers.  
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Employability of graduates 

The graduates are in demand on the labour market. The cooperation 

with employers allows the graduates to find jobs not only in the Vologda 

Region, but in other regions. According to the monitoring data, the 
employability rate is more than 80%. 

International projects 

International cooperation with foreign educational institutions is 
actively developed at the Academy. 

In 2018 the first reference visit of the students to the 

Weihenstephan-Triesdorf University of Applied Sciences (Troisdorf, 
Germany) was held. Besides, the Academy constantly cooperates with 
the Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences (Cleve, Germany). 
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EXTERNAL REVIEW PANEL 

 

 

Vladimir Leunov (Moscow) 
Review Chair, Russian expert 

Doctor of Agriculture, Professor, acting Dean of the Faculty of 

Agronomy and Biotechnologies, Russian State Agrarian University - 

Moscow Timiryazev Agricultural Academy, member of the Russian 

Academy of Sciences 

A nominee of the Guild of Experts in Higher Education 

 

Evgenia Sorokataia (Krasnoyarsk) 
Deputy Review Chair, Russian expert 

Candidate of Biology, Associate Professor, Vice-Rector for Academic 

Affairs, Krasnoyarsk State Agrarian University, member of the Guild 

of Experts in Higher Education, member of the Ovchinnikov Russian 

Society of Biotechnologists 

A nominee of the Guild of Experts in Higher Education 

 

Galina Shalagina (Vologda) 
Panel member, representative of professional community 

Leading veterinarian, Vologda City Station for Control of Animal 

Diseases 

A nominee of the Vologda City Station for Control of Animal Diseases 

 

Alena Ivanovskaia (Vologda) 
Panel member, representative of students 

3rd year postgraduate student, Vologda Research Center of the 

Russian Academy of Sciences 

A nominee of the Vologda Research Center of the Russian Academy of 

Sciences 
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COMPLIANCE OF THE EXTERNAL REVIEW OUTCOMES 
WITH THE STANDARDS 

STANDARD 1. Policy (goals, development strategy) and 

quality assurance procedures of a study 

programme 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

The development programme of the Academy reflects the connection 
between science and education and allows the educational institution to 

fulfill federal and regional tasks. The educational programmes are 
oriented at the regional requirements of the labour market and demands 
of the Vologda Region. 

There is a Centre of Education Quality, which delivers the main areas 
of design, introduction and development of the system of education 
quality management in compliance with the development strategy of the 
Academy. 

The Academy participates in the state programme «Staffing of the 
Agroindustrial Complex of the Russian Federation». 

Areas for improvement: 

The representatives of subject-specific ministries and institutions, and 
unions of employers should be involved in the development of the 
policies and procedures of quality assurance of the educational 
programmes. 
 

STANDARD 2. Design and approval of programmes 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

The key partners on employability are involved in the development of 

the educational programmes: Vereschagin Scientific and Experimental 
Dairy Plant; Stud Farm «Mayskii» of the Vologda District; industrial 
complex «Teplichy»; Cherepovetc Dairy Industrial Complex, etc. 

There is a «Development Programme of Inclusive Education at the 
Academy for 2015–2020» aimed at creating the accessible environment 

for students with disabilities. 
The Centre of Education Quality coordinates the review and 

adjustment of the curricula and programmes. 
The expected learning outcomes are in compliance with the demands 

and prospective of the agroindustrial complex of the Vologda Region. 
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Areas for improvement: 

The practical terms of training should be extended and the disciplines 
“Horticulture” and “Fruit Farming” should be introduced. 
 

STANDARD 3. Student-centred learning and assessment 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

The students have an opportunity to study according to an individual 
learning path. An individual learning path is designed together with the 
students; their suggestions and demands are taken into account. 

The students closely cooperate with supervisors, teachers, 

Departments and administration during the educational process. 
The students are informed about the educational programme and 

evaluation procedures through the electronic resources, i.e. Academy 
website, educational portal, and groups in social media. 

The procedures of independent evaluation of learning outcomes are 
actively used: winnings at the competitions for research grants, 
individual scholarships and awards for achievements in professional 

activities; patents; employers’ feedback. 
There are public organizations at the Academy (Students’ Council, 

primary trade union organization), which help to solve issues in 
protection of students’ rights. 

Areas for improvement: 

The opportunities of students’ appeals to the Academy subdivisions 

should be extended. 

 

STANDARD 4. Student admission, support of academic 

achievements and graduation 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

Career guidance is regularly carried out: student conference «First 
Step in Science»; open lectures and workshops of experts and 
employers; competitions, research groups, conferences grants, 
programmes «Start», «UMNIK». 

The Academy actively cooperates with the Department of Agriculture 
and Food Resources of the Vologda Region, Department of Labour and 

Employment, Vologda city and regional employment centres, Vologda 
Institute of Education Development on participation in various projects 
and career guidance events. 

The Academy gives a European Diploma Supplement. 
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The academic performance of the students is high, which is a result of 
the Academy regular work and support of regional authorities.  

In 2019 2 students got a scholarship of the Governor of the Vologda 
Region and 1 student got a scholarship of the Government of the Russian 
Federation. 

Areas for improvement: 

The students should be more informed about the European Diploma 
Supplement and its use. 
 
STANDARD 5. Teaching staff 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

The academic degree holders’ rate is high: 30 people, 97% of whom 
have academic degrees, and 24% of them are Doctors of Sciences. 

The teachers actively do research. In 2019 753 research articles were 
published, 16 grants were received. The teachers participate in 
international projects of the European Union and the Russian Federation. 

Practical training is carried out on the basis of the Vereschagin 
Scientific and Experimental Dairy Plant. 

The use of innovative teaching methods and advanced technologies is 
supported by a clear system of financial and non-financial incentives. 

The teachers from Moscow State University of Food Production, 

Russian State Agrarian University - Moscow Timiryazev Agricultural 
Academy; Nizhny Novgorod State Agricultural Academy, etc. are 
involved in the delivery of the educational process. 

The research results are used in production and technological 
processes, for example, feed supplements for animals – whey on the 
basis of probiotic food. 

Areas for improvement: 

The teachers should participate in the academic mobility 
programmes. 
 

STANDARD 6. Learning resources and student support 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

The material and technical resources of the Academy comprise 
experimental section of milk processing on the basis of the Vereschagin 
Scientific and Experimental Dairy Plant; practical training is carried out at 
this enterprise. 

The Academy has a high-tech equipment for conducting research in 
research and production centres and laboratories: ultrafiltration unit for 
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milk processing, equipment for microclonal propagation of plants, 
mechanization means and power equipment, veterinary PCR-based 

diagnostics, etc. 
There are electronic library resources: «Lan», «Znanium», «Uright» 

and the electronic library system of the Academy. 
There is a Centre of Marketing and International Cooperation at the 

Academy. 

Areas for improvement: 

The material and technical resources should be continuously 
improved; laboratory equipment for emergency tests, measuring 
instruments and expendable materials should be obtained. 

 

STANDARD 7. Collection, analysis and use of information 

for managing the study programme 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

For collection, analysis and use of information for managing the 

educational programmes, the Academy effectively use various 
information instruments such as Moodle platform, electronic 
informational and educational environment, corporate mail, student local 
network Studlocal. 

Areas for improvement: 

The development of the system of electronic document flow should be 
continued. 
 

STANDARD 8. Public information 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

The official website of the educational institution is highly informative; 
the information is also published in English. 

The Academy cooperates with the federal and regional professional 

associations and unions in potato farming, flax breeding, forestry, 
fishery, production and processing of milk. 

There is a Department of Graduates’ Employability. 
The graduates hold senior positions in state and legal structures and 

key enterprises of the Vologda Region: Vereschagin Scientific and 
Experimental Dairy Plant, industrial complex «Teplichy», Stud Farm 
«Mayskii» of the Vologda District; LLC Sheksninskaia Zaria, SEC «Rus». 

The educational institution closely cooperates with the Department of 
Agriculture and Food Resources of the Vologda Region on the issues of 
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employability of graduates at the enterprises of the agroindustrial 
complex, and publication of the up-to-date information in mass media 

and official portal of the regional government. 

Areas for improvement: 

The web-pages of the Academy subdivisions should contain up-to-

date information about the educational programmes (for example, 
leading researchers of the Academy, outstanding graduates, etc.), 
including the English version of the website. 

 
STANDARD 9. On-going monitoring and periodic review of 

programmes 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

There is an effective system of monitoring and regular evaluation of 
the educational programmes. 

The educational programmes are annually renewed with the 
participation of employers. 

Areas for improvement: 

The feedback system from the students, employers, subject-specific 
ministries and institutions should be improved. 

 
STANDARD 10. Cyclical external quality assurance of study 

programmes 

Compliance with the standard: full compliance 

Good practice: 

The Academy regularly participates in the external review procedures 
(state, public accreditation of the educational programmes, performance 
monitoring) and takes into account the results of previous procedures. 

The Academy ranks 24th among 54 agrarian HEIs in the ranking of 

agrarian HEIS according to the assessment criteria of the main activities. 
According to the monitoring of performance of HEIs in the Russian 

Federation for the last three years, the Academy’ effectiveness is 
approved. 

Areas for improvement: 

The work on increasing Academy’s positions in Russian and 

international rankings and participation in independent evaluation 
procedures of educational programmes should be continued. 
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DISTRIBUTION DIGRAM 
OF THE EXTERNAL REVIEW OUTCOMES 

 
 

Standard 1.  Policy (goals, development strategy) and quality 
assurance procedures of a study programme 

Standard 2.  Design and approval of programmes 
Standard 3.  Student-centered learning and assessment 
Standard 4.  Student admission, support of academic achievements 

and graduation 
Standard 5.  Teaching staff  

Standard 6.  Learning resources and student support 
Standard 7.  Collection, analysis and use of information for managing 

the study programme 
Standard 8.  Public information 
Standard 9.  On-going monitoring and periodic review of programmes 
Standard 10.  Cyclical external quality assurance of study programmes 
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CONCLUSION OF THE EXTERNAL REVIEW PANEL 

Based on the self-evaluation report analysis, documents and data 

submitted the External Review Panel has come to the conclusion that the 
cluster of educational programmes in «Industrial Ecology and 
Biotechnologies» (19.06.01), «Agriculture» (35.06.01), «Technologies, 
Means of Mechanization and Power Equipment in Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries» (35.06.04), «Veterinary Medicine and Zootechnics» 
(36.06.01) fully complies with the standards and criteria of public 
accreditation of the National Centre for Public Accreditation. 

The External Review Panel recommends that the National 
Accreditation Board accredit the cluster of educational programmes in 
«Industrial Ecology and Biotechnologies» (19.06.01), «Agriculture» 
(35.06.01), «Technologies, Means of Mechanization and Power 

Equipment in Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries» (35.06.04), 
«Veterinary Medicine and Zootechnics» (36.06.01) delivered by  

Vereshchagin Vologda State Dairy Farming Academy for the period of six 
years. 
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SCHEDULE OF THE SITE VISIT OF THE EXTERNAL 
REVIEW PANEL 

Time Activity Note 

April 14, Tuesday 

09.00 — 

09.30 

Online meeting of the External Review Panel and NCPA 

coordinator 

*Moscow time 
*ERP only 

10-minute break 

09.40 — 

10.40 
Online meeting with the University administration, Vice-Rector for 

Research and people responsible for accreditation 

20-minute break 

11.00 — 

12.00 

Online meeting with Heads of subdivisions (Head of the Science and 

Innovations Department, Head of the Department for Postgraduate 

Studies, Deans, Heads of Departments) 

10-minute break 

12.10 — 

13.10 Online meeting with teachers 

13.10 — 

14.00 
Internal online meeting of the ERP: summing up the 1st day 

LUNCH 

15.00 — 

17.00 
Independent work of the ERP: work with an individual assessment sheet, website, 

documents 

April 15, Wednesday 

09.00 — 
09.30 Internal online meeting of the ERP 

10-minute break 

09.40 — 

10.40 Online meeting with students 

10-minute break 

10.50 — 

11.50 Online meeting with graduates 

10-minute break 

12.00 — 

13.00 Online meeting with representatives of professional community 

13.00 — 

13.30 
Internal online meeting with the ERP: summing up the 2nd day 

LUNCH 

14.30 — 
17.00 

Independent work of the ERP: work with an individual assessment sheet, website, 
documents 
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Time Activity Note 

April 16, Thursday 

9.00 — 
12.30 

Internal online meeting of the ERP:  

− preliminary results,  

− discussion of the ERP report, 

− work with the final assessment sheet, 
− preparation of the oral report of the Panel 

Break 

13.00 — 

14.00 
Closing online meeting of the External Review Panel 

with the University representatives 
ERP, University 

representatives 

 
 

 
 
 


